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PRIVATF: GIFT ADDS 7,162 ACPES TO ARANSAS R"FUGE IN TEXAS 

A 7,162-acre tract of land adjacent to the Aransas Nati.onal Wildlife 

Refuge in Texas has been donated to the Federal Government "for wildlife 

refuge purposes" by Mr. and Mrs. J. Meredith Tatton of Refugio County, 

Texas, Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall said today. 

Accepting the gift on behalf of the Government, Udall said the 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife would administer the tract as 

part of Aransas refuge, famed winter home of the only existing flock of 

wild whooping cranes. 

The land adjoins Aransas on the northwest with the major portion 

lying between the north end of St. Charles Bay and State Highway 35. 

A small segment of the donated land is in Refugio County with the balance 

in Aransas County. 

The new area will be managed for many wildlife species but contains 

extensive grasslands that are excellent habitat for Attwater's prairie 

chicken, another endangered bird that Interior hopes to save from extinction. 

"Mr. and Mrs. Tatton deserve the gratitude of all conservationists for 

this great contribution to wildlife preservation," Udall said. 
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